
30.07.2019  

PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION  

B/680

The Honourable Second Member for Port Louis Maritime and Port Louis East  
(Mr Ameer Meea)

To  ask  the  Honourable  Prime  Minister,  Minister  of  Home  Affairs,  External
Communications  and  National  Development  Unit,  Minister  of  Finance  and
Economic Development –

Whether, in regard to one Mr A. I. M., he will, for the benefit of the House,
obtain from the Passport and Immigration Office, information as to why his
application for the issue of a residence permit thereto for the purpose of
taking up employment with the Zamzam Zakaat Fund Movement has been
rejected?

REPLY  

Madam Speaker,

Foreign  religious  workers  of  different  faiths  have  been  allowed  to

come  to  Mauritius  and  serve  local  religious  organisations.   These

organisations apply for residence permits to enable foreign priests to work

and reside in Mauritius.

Foreign  priests  coming  to  serve  local  religious  organisations  are

granted  a  residence  permit  of  five  (5)  years.   The  residence  permit  is

issued on an annual basis, subject to the following conditions:- 

(i) Foreign priests  are  granted residence permits  annually  for  a

maximum period of 5 years;



(ii) Foreign priests serving a society will not be allowed to switch to

another society during the term of 5 years, except where they

have left Mauritius before that period and there is a gap of not

less than one year as from the date of their last departure and

date of fresh application for work and residence permits; and

(iii) Foreign priests who have or will reckon a cumulative period of

work and residence for four years should swear an affidavit to

the  effect  that  they  will  not  apply  for  registration  or

naturalization as a Citizen of Mauritius.

Social visas are also granted to foreign priests for religious visits for a

maximum period of 45 days to groups of persons not exceeding 10 upon

invitation by socio cultural organizations.

Madam Speaker,

I am informed that, on 26 December 2018, the Secretary of Zamzam

Zakaat  Fund  Movement  addressed to  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  Industrial

Relations, Employment and Training a request for a work permit for one

year  in  respect  of  one  Mr  A.I.M,  a  Bangladeshi  national  to  take  up

employment as Imam.

The latter Ministry then sought clearance for residence permit from

my  Office.   However,  my  Office  has  been  advised  to  turn  down  the

application.   The  Secretary  of  Zamzam  Zakaat  Fund  Movement  was

informed of the decision in April 2019.
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I am also informed that in May 2019, an appeal was made by the

Secretary  of  Zamzam Zakaat  Fund Movement  for  reconsideration of  its

application.  The decision to turn down the application was maintained.

Madam Speaker,

I wish to point out that there are many instances where applications

for residence permits in respect of foreign priests have been turned down

for all communities indiscriminately.
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