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It is an honor and a privilege to be amongst you this morning on 

the occasion of Petrotech 2019.  At the very outset, I would like 

to thank the Government of India and Shri Dharmendra Pradhan 

Minister of Petroleum & Natural Gas and Skill Development & 

Entrepreneurship for the invitation and for giving me the 

opportunity to address the participants.   

We are gathered in this forum with a common objective as 

representatives of our respective countries. An objective to 

provide our population with energy at an affordable price while 

minimizing the impact on the environment so that they may live 

in a better world.  

A flashback to the last edition of Petrotech in 2016 will remind 

us of the four pillar strategy, i.e. Energy access, Energy 

efficiency, Energy sustainability and Energy security which was 
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developed and unfolded by Shri Narendra Modi, Prime Minister 

of India.  

We all face great challenges in the production and distribution of 

energy to our population. It is a dynamic sector where every 

single decision, sometimes of a geopolitical nature, can be lethal 

or fruitful for an economy or for a government. And I must 

admit that sometimes it is not easy to cope with such situations.   

The future of a country, its economic activities, and the standard 

of living and well being of its people rest heavily on its energy 

system, amongst which accessibility and affordability constitute 

key elements. Thus, the themes of this morning’s sessions 

compel us to reflect and act responsibly, especially us ministers 

as policy deciders.   

Let me speak of Mauritius, my motherland, a small island with 

1.3 million inhabitants, on a land of 2 million square kilometers. 
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Mauritius is thus one of the most densely populated countries of 

the world. We are ranked 18th in the last World Bank report on 

population density. On land, our natural resources is our people. 

On the other hand, we have one of the largest marine economic 

zones in the world, but we do not have the means to exploit 

same fully.  

However, Mauritius and Seychelles have signed an agreement 

under the aegis of the United Nations, the first of this kind for 

the joint management, of an area of part of the marine economic 

zone situated between the two islands.  

Action has been initiated to locate potential “gisement pétrolier” 

petroleum deposits and to study the potential of exploiting same. 

It may remain an illusion or can become a reality. But what is 

real and Mauritius is well-known for that is the economic 

miracle realized in the 1980’s i.e some 30 years back. Bold 



4 
 

measures taken allowed us to overcome two consecutive 

depreciation of our currency and the rate of unemployment 

which was more than 20% was brought down by nearly 0%. 

This economic redress has allowed successive governments to 

take measures on the energy sector to make it more affordable to 

the households. Indeed, as mentioned by my colleague, the 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Public Utilities, more 

than 99% of households have access to electricity and 

vulnerable groups such as low income households and 

pensioners are provided with special rates.  

Other measures taken to make energy more affordable to the 

population also improve the livelihood. Special schemes are in 

place to allow such segments of the population to be able to 

install solar water heaters on the rooftops. A new project 

consists of providing photovoltaic cells to some 10000 families.  
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Such renewable sources of energy are gradually allowing a 

reduction in having recourse to conventional fossil fuels.  

Accessibility does not relate to affordability only. The products 

must be available at the right moment.  Regarding Mogas and 

Gasoil, Mauritius, of course, imports these petroleum products. 

However, our storage capacity did not evolve at the same pace 

as the increase in consumption. We have had to face several 

times near stock out situation.  To address this situation, an 

innovative approach was adopted. The threat was seen as an 

opportunity. A joint public private partnership was mooted for 

the construction of additional new storage tanks.  This project, 

the Mer Rouge Oil Storage Terminal has thus allowed the buffer 

stock to be increased from 1-2 days to 27-30 days. 

In this same perspective, a Joint Working Group, regrouping the 

State Trading Corporation of Mauritius, Mangalore Refinery and 
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Petrochemicals Ltd and Indian Oil Corporation Ltd is finalizing 

a detailed feasibility study on the construction of a jetty and an 

Oil Terminal in the northwest region of Mauritius. This project 

will not only increase storage capacity for local consumption but 

will also allow trade in the region and develop the bunkering 

industry, thus transforming Mauritius into a petroleum hub. 

Economies of scale will allow countries in the region to access 

petroleum products at more affordable prices.   

Ladies and gentlemen 

For decades, the Mauritius policy remains to make basic 

commodities available at an affordable price for all. In the recent 

past, Mauritians was using charcoal and wood for cooking 

purposes.  

The introduction of LPG for that purpose has gradually resulted 

in practically all Mauritian households using this product. This 
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has been rendered possible especially with the amount of 

subsidies Government devote to this commodity, and indeed 

nowadays, the retail selling price is almost half of its purchase 

price.  

  

To improve the livelihood of one and all, it is being envisaged to 

introduce LNG as an alternative to conventional fuel for the 

production of electricity. Further, LNG may be used in vehicles 

for public transport as well. This project is being examined at 

the level of island states in the Indian Ocean i.e Madagascar, 

Comoros, Seychelles and Mauritius, to make it more feasible.  

Mauritius has set an objective to become 35% self-sufficient in 

the production of electricity through the use of renewable energy 

resources by 2025. In the meantime, electric and hybrid vehicles 

are already being imported. The mass public transport system by 
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buses will be greatly improved upon completion of the first 

phase of the metro express next September. I must here 

underline the support and collaboration of Indian authorities.  

From my perspective, it is clear the renewable energy is a must 

as well as regional and south-south cooperation.  

We have no choice than to commit ourselves to increase the 

production of renewable energy. Political leaders across the 

world have to assure that our planet will be a better place for the 

future generation.  

I thank you for your attention.   


